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AGENDA ITEM 13

COUNCIL

8 APRIL 2008

PROPOSED ALTERATION TO THE CONSITUTION – MEMBERSHIP OF THE 
STANDARDS COMMITTEE: REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF SERVICE 

PROVISION SCRUTINY AND AUDIT COMMITTEE

1. PURPOSE

To consider increasing the size of the Poole Standards Committee in 
response to forthcoming Local Determination of Complaints Regulations.

2. RECOMMENDATION

(i) That Council approve the amendment to its Constitution to allow the 
increase in Membership of the Borough of Poole Standards Committee 
by one additional Independent Member;

(ii) That the Head of Legal and Democratic Services consider the 
appropriateness of named substitutes for elected Members of the 
Standards Committee when he next reviews the appropriateness of the 
size of the Standards Committee.

3. BACKGROUND/INFORMATION

3.1 The Head of Legal and Democratic Services and Monitoring Officer advised 
the Service Provision Scrutiny and Audit Committee, at its Meeting on 31 
March 2008, that the Borough of Poole Standards Committee, currently 
comprising four Independent Members and two Elected Members, Chaired by 
an Independent Member, having considered its arrangements in preparation 
for the new phase of the Ethical Framework, felt that it would be appropriate 
to increase its membership.

3.2 The Head of Legal and Democratic Services outlined to the Committee that 
the Government was at present considering responses to a consultation 
paper into the proposed regulations, transferring the primary responsibility for 
determining complaints at first instance to local Standards Committees.  It 
was hoped that these regulations would be brought into force in May 2008, 
requiring Councils to commence local determination although, it was 
acknowledged the deadline for the introduction of the regulations had slipped 
on a number of occasions.

3.3 The Council’s Standards Committee, at its Meeting on 11 February 2008, had 
considered its arrangements in preparation for this new phase of the Ethical 
Framework and had completed a Standards Board for England checklist to 
determine its readiness.
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3.4 The proposed regulations had made it clear that complaints would be dealt 
with by Sub Committees and the Council would need to form at least two 
separate Sub Committees of its Standards Committee.

3.5 The Consultation Paper had envisaged that it would be in order for the same 
Sub Committee to consider the “case to answer” and the substantive 
determination.  If there was subsequently a request for a review then a 
separate Sub Committee would be required.  The Committee had agreed that 
its current membership of six allowed no flexibility in the case of illness, 
absence or conflict of interest and agreed that consideration should be given 
to recruiting an additional Independent Member.

3.6 The Service Provision Scrutiny and Audit Committee raised the issue of 
substitutions for Elected Members at the Standards Committee.  It was 
confirmed that currently no substitutions were allowed.  The Committee 
suggested that named substitutes should be allowed in future and the Head of 
Legal and Democratic Services agreed to consider this.

3.7 The Committee had queried whether the increase to one Independent 
Member would be sufficient to allow the Standards Committee to undertake its 
role and the Head of Legal and Democratic Services suggested that this could 
be reviewed following six months of operation of the new regime.
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